
RICHARD CHURCH b. about 1600 in England 

   d. Dec. 16, 1667 in Hadley, MA 

Married Anne (maiden name unknown), probably about 1623. 

Richard Church and his family first appear in Connecticut's records in January 3 1639/40, when he was 

awarded the right to 12 acres of land;  

1643 - Richard volunteered and served as Sargent in the Pequot Indian War. 

1652 - He was one of the original members of The Church of Hartford. 

1658 - Richard was made Freeman in Connecticut. 

1659 - Because of a religious squabble, (can you believe this, people squabbling over religion?  HaHa!!) 

he withdrew from CT with 60 other persons to form the town of Hadley, Massachusetts. One of the 

original citizens to sign the agreement on Apr 18, 1659 at Goodman Ward's home in Hartford agreeing 

to settle the area then (or soon) called Hadley, Massachusetts. (This was later divided into Hadley, South 

Hadley, Amherst, and Granby. The Church family settled in the portion west of the Connecticut River 

which became Hatfield in 1670.) 

1667 Dec 16 - Richard died at the home of his daughter, Mary Graves, in what was then part of Hadley. 

1683/4 Mar 10 - his widow, Ann, died in Hatfield, Massachusetts, in her 84th year[20]. 
 

 

SAMUEL CHURCH b. about 1636 in England (uncertain) 

d. 13 Apr 1684 in Hadley, Hampshire County, Massachusetts, British Colonies 

 Burial: Old Hadley Cemetery, Hadley, Hampshire County, Massachusetts 

Married Mary Elizabeth Churchill (b. about Mar 24, 1638 in Hartford, CT – d. Oct 31, 1690 in Hadley, MA) 

Married in 1664 Hadley, Hampshire County, Massachusetts, British Colonies. 
 

Was probably born in England in or before 1636, and came to the American Colonies as a small child 

with his family, as part of the Great Puritan Migration (1620 – 1640) when between 13,000 and 21,000 

emigrants came to the Massachusetts Bay Colony.  From the ports on the coast, the emigrants scattered 

inland. 

The Church family was in Hartford, CT by 1640, when Samuel's father Richard was granted a smallish 

parcel of land.  Samuel grew up in the new colony, and became a freeman on May 21, 1657 -- at which 

time he had to be twenty-one or older, and may have been required to meet other civic and religious 

qualifications. (Note that his father Richard did not become freeman until 1658.) Initially, a male was not 

formally considered free when first entering into a colony, or just recently having become a member of 

one of the local churches; he was considered common. Such persons were never forced to work for 

another individual, per se, but their movements were carefully observed, and if they veered from the 

Puritan ideal, they were asked to leave the colony. There was an unstated probationary period, usually 

one to two years, that the prospective "freeman" needed to go through, and he was allowed his 
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freedom if he did pass this probationary period of time. A Freeman was said to be free of all debt, owing 

nothing to anyone except God Himself.  All persons seeking to be free needed to take the Oath of a 

Freeman, in which they vowed to defend the Commonwealth and not to conspire to overthrow the 

government. The first handwritten version of the "Freeman's Oath" was made in 1634; it was printed 

by Stephen Daye in 1639 in the form of a single sheet of paper intended for posting in public places. 
 

 

JOSIAH CHURCH   b. Apr 10, 1673 in Hadley, MA 

  d. 1721 in Hadley, MA 

Married Thankful Brooks (b. Sept 19, 1679 in Springfield, MA – d. Apr 3, 1773, Springfield, MA ) married 

Nov 24, 1699 in Deerfield, MA 

 

JOHN ALFRED CHURCH   b. Oct 2, 1704 in Hadley, Massachusetts 

    d. Apr 5, 1775 in Wethersfield, Connecticut 

 

Married Anne Curtis (b. July 18, 1710 in Wethersfield, CT – d. Nov 3, 1790 in Rocky Hill CT).  Married Dec 

11, 1735 in Wethersfield, CT. 

 

“YANKEE” JOHN CHURCH b. Oct. 27, 1736 Wethersfield, Connecticut 

    d. Apr 1, 1811 in Wilkes County 

 

Married Jane Mildred Stamper (b.1734 in Virginia – d. 1786 in Wilkes County) in 1757 in Virginia, and 

had 6 children. 

Married Jane Andrews (b.1750 – d. 1825 in Wilkes County) in 1791, and had 7 children.  Jane was the 

daughter of James Andrews, who had been John’s neighbor in Rowan County in the 1760.  Jane’s sister, 

Sarah, married John’s son, Phillip, from his first marriage. 

 

There is evidence that John moved south to NC in the late 1750’s, thus his name “Yankee” John.  He 

married Jane Stamper in 1757 in Virginia, and their first son, Amos was born in Virginia in 1758.  The 

next son, John, was born in Rowan Co, NC in 1760.  The third son, Benjamin and subsequent children 

were born in Wilkes County.  

 

There are other references to the presence of Yankee John in Rowan during the 1760's. On October 3, 

1764 a summary of claim made to the county during the year was entered into the court minutes. John 

Church received ten shillings bounty money for bringing in a wolf scalp during the year. It is interesting 

to note that the same listing contains an identical payment to Daniel Boone, making a personal 

acquaintance between them a distinct probability. 

 

John apparently was a man of some means.  The colonial custom of putting orphans in the hands of 

community members required that the overseeing adult be part of the landed gentry. John was 

summoned into court April 15th 1767, and ordered to bring Sarah Burch, an orphan to be dealt with 



legally.  The July 1767 court ordered that Rachal Burch be apprenticed to John “until she attains the age 

of 18 years, she being 14 years and 5 months old, and the master is to give the said apprentice a suite 

freedom cloath, a colt, a calf, and a spinning wheel.” On November 4, 1774, John was requested to 

come to the next court to explain why he “had not freed his indentured servant, Rachal Burch, 

agreeable to the law.” Apparently this was in Ashe County, and John had moved his family to the New 

River area of Wilkes County in 1773. 

 

The following (edited) article was printed in the Journal Patriot February 7, 2020: 

Yankee John had a total of 13 children in two marriages, setting the stage for generations of Church 

families with a dozen or more children. The children in his first marriage were Amos, John Jr., Benjamin, 

Phillip, Martha and Elijah. In his second marriage, they were Elisha, Joel, Aaron, Gabriel, Elizabeth 

“Betsy,” Massey and Anna. 

Yankee John and his first wife, believed to be a Stamper, settled on Pine Swamp Creek near the South 

Fork of the New River in what now is southern Ashe County in the early 1770s. 

After his first wife died, Yankee John married Jane Andrews in the 1790s and moved less than five miles 

as a crow flies due south from Pine Swamp “over the mountain” to a plateau on the southeastern slope 

of the Blue Ridge in Wilkes in what later was known as Patton Ridge. 

Church said Yankee John died around 1806-1810 and was buried near the cabin where he lived with his 

second wife and children, just north of what now is Patton Ridge Road near the Summit section of 

Purlear. 

Researchers spent many hours in recent years looking for Yankee John’s grave without success. Their 

search is for a rock without inscription believed to be near the rock chimney of one of Yankee John’s 

grandsons, George Washington “Wash” Church, and the cemetery where Wash Church, his family and a 

few others are buried.  

The nickname, “Yankee,” is based on the belief that he was born in a northern state, possibly 

Massachusetts. This differentiates him from another John Church, progenitor of a smaller Church family 

that came from near the Atlantic coast and settled in the upper Reddies River section of Wilkes in the 

late 1700s. Church refers to this as the “minor” set of Churches. 

He said the two Church families may have been related in England before they came to America, but 

otherwise he isn’t aware of them being kin except through marriage.. 

Yankee John was living in Virginia in 1758, Rowan County in 1760 and what now is Ashe County starting 

in the early 1770s. Deed records also reflect his move to what now is Ashe and then to Wilkes. 

This is documented in birth dates and other information given in Revolutionary War pension applications 

of two of his sons, John Church Jr. and Amos Church, who served in Wilkes militia forces led by Col. 

Benjamin Cleveland and others that pursued Tories and Indians from 1778-1781. 

Based on records showing Yankee John provided supplies for the Patriot cause in the American 

Revolution, his direct descendants are eligible to join the Daughters of the American Revolution. 

Duplication of the same first names through the generations and sometimes in the same generations 

create challenges for people researching the Churches and many other families. 

Duplicated names in the same generations sometimes resulted in colorful nicknames. “Bearly Whisker” 

Bill Church and “Preacher Billy” Church are among Yankee John descendants who lived in Wilkes. 



“Double Thumb” John Church, a man with two thumbs on one hand from the “minor” set of Churches, 

moved from the upper Reddies River in Wilkes to Prathers Creek in Alleghany County. He served in the 

Confederate Army in the Civil War, a period of divided loyalties in many Wilkes families. Some of the 

Churches served in the Union Army in the war but far more were in the Confederate Army. 

A list of men from Wilkes in Confederate regiments in the Civil War in “Heritage of Wilkes, Volume II” 

shows 31 Churches, including 12 in the 26th N.C. Infantry. Five of the 31 died and at least eight were 

wounded. 

Members of the family have been leaders in church, business, government and other aspects of life in 

Wilkes County and the surrounding area through every generation since Yankee John Church arrived 

here. 

 

GABRIEL CHURCH b. about 1794 in Lewis Fork, Wilkes County 

d. uncertain – one source says his death is 1854, another says that he died after 

1880 

Married Mary Beshears (b. about 1797 – d. about 1840) 1815 in Wilkes County 

Gabriel and Mary had 9 children before 1840. 

The story handed down by the family is that Gabriel and Mary were in the woods squirrel hunting, when 

his gun accidentally discharged, killing Mary.  Gabriel then married Mary’s sister, Sarah “Sallie” Beshears 

(b. after 1800 – d. 1880).  Sallie was living with Gabriel and Mary prior to Mary’s death.  There is some 

disagreement about whether Mary or Sallie was actually the mother of the children.   

Family tradition holds that Gabriel also fathered two daughters by Catherine “Catie” Beshears (b.1797 – 

1900), sister of Mary and Sallie.   

 

WINSTON CHURCH b. Mar 1835 in Wilkes County (mother – Mary Beshears) 

   d. Mar 1912 in Watauga Co. 

Married Sarah Ann “Sallie” Keyes (b. Mar 1837 – d. Aug 12, 1930) Dec 13, 1854, in Wilkes County, 

They had 12 children in 26 years.  On Aug 15, 1864, at age 29, Winston enlisted in the Confederate 

Army. 

Winston was a Primitive Baptist Minister. 

 

MARTIN REDMAN CHURCH  b. 1856 

    d. unknown 

Married Mary Caroline “Polly” Proffit (b. Nov 21, 1845 – d. Aug 11, 1930. 

 

RUFUS SOLOMON CHURCH  b. Mar 1, 1876 in Wilkes Co. 

    d. Aug 30, 1941 in Wilkes Co. 

 

Married Sarah Lois Cox (b. 1882) in 1903 in Wilkes Co. Lois died Sept 11, 1910 in Wilkes Co.  They had 

been married 7 years and no children.  Sarah was the sister of Zolly Cox. 

 

Married Julie Isabelle Frazier (b. Sept 21, 1883 – d. July 12, 1968)on April 1, 1911. 



 

According to his death certificate, the cause of death was lung cancer.  

 

 


